Lake Delhi Area: 

Boat Dock Dredging and Silt and Sand Removal

If you own a boat dock on Lake Delhi and want to dredge or remove excess silt and sand from around the dock, please keep in mind 1 to 3 permits may be required before starting work. Please see the steps below to make sure you have the correct permits from county, state or federal officials.  The Delaware County Local Flood Plain Permit is required for all projects in the flood plain.
Delaware County Local Flood Plain Permitting (Required in all cases)
A local Delaware County Flood Plain Permit is required for work in the flood plain along the Maquoketa River channel and Lake Delhi. All boat docks along the river and lake are located in the flood plain.
1. Fill out the attached application form and send to Anthony Bardgett at co-engr@co.delaware.ia.us.

2. Approval from the Delaware County Engineer’s Office is required before construction begins.

State of Iowa Flood Plain Permitting

If your project meets the two conditions listed below, you will not need a flood plain permit from the Iowa Department of Natural Resources:

1. The minor dredging occurs at least 100 feet from the current location of the Maquoketa River channel.

2. The dredged material is removed from the flood plain around the channel and/or lake bed.

If your project does not meet these two conditions, you will need to submit a Joint Application to the DNR and U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. The Joint Application Form and instructions can be found at www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryLand/FloodPlainManagement/FloodPlainDevPermits.aspx.
Even if you do not need a flood plain permit from the DNR, you will still need a county flood plain permit and may also need additional federal permits, so please see below.
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers Water Quality Permitting

If your project meets the conditions listed below, you will not need a 404/401 Water Quality permit from the U.S. Army Corp of Engineers:

1. Up to 25 cubic yards may be dredged or excavated if all material is deposited in an upland area away from the river channel or lake bed. 25 cubic yards is approximately 2.5 large dump trucks.
2. Only 10 cubic yards (total) may be dredged or excavated if the material is returned to the lake bed. 10 cubic yards is approximately 1 large dump truck.
3. The dredged material is not used or placed in an area for the purpose of stream diversion. 

4. The material is not deposited in a wetland area.

Questions may be directed to the U.S. Army Corps District Engineer at 309-794-5057.

If you discover any previously unknown historic, cultural or archeological remains and artifacts while performing the dock work, you must stop the work and contact the U.S. Army Corps District Engineer.

Contacts

Delaware County Engineer – Flood Plain Permits
Anthony Bardgett at co-engr@co.delaware.ia.us
Iowa DNR Flood Plain Permits
Asia Azam at asia.azam@dnr.iowa.gov, 515-669-2335

Jim Hallmark at james.hallmark@dnr.iowa.gov, 515-725-8306

Iowa DNR Fisheries and Boat Dock Permits
Sue O’Loughlin at sue.oloughlin@dnr.iowa.gov, 563-927-3276

Lake Delhi District Trustees – General Information
Laurie Kramer at Kramer5051@windstream.net, 563-920-9863 

Steve Leonard at Steve.Leonard59@gmail.com, 319-350-1377
Frequently Asked Questions:

How do I calculate volume in cubic yards?
Volume (cubic yards) = {length (ft) X width (ft) X depth (ft)}/27
Examples:
10 cubic yards is: a volume 18 feet long by 10 feet wide by 18 inches (1.5 feet) deep 






Or a volume 15 feet long by 15 feet wide by 14 inches (1.2 feet) deep






Approximately one large dump truck

25 cubic yards is: a volume 45 feet long by 10 feet wide by 18 inches (1.5 feet) deep 






Or a volume 26 feet long by 12 feet wide by 26 inches (2.2 feet) deep






Approximately 2 1/2 large dump trucks or 4 small dump trucks
What if I have performed work without authorization?

You must complete and submit a Joint Application Form to determine if after-the-fact authorization can be granted for your project. This form can be found at www.iowadnr.gov/InsideDNR/RegulatoryLand/FloodPlainManagement/FloodPlainDevPermits.aspx.  

Modification of your project may be required.

How long will it take to gain authorization for my project?

If the project falls within the limits of allowable work, the County Engineer will strive to respond within about 1 week after you submit your application to the County.  Turnaround times may be slightly longer if a large number of requests are received in a short time.  If a permit is required from the Iowa DNR or the US Army Corps of Engineers, the estimated turnaround time for response is 3 -4 months.


May I backfill behind my existing seawall?

If the area behind the seawall is NOT considered a wetland, you may place up to 25 cubic yards of dredge material as backfill behind your existing seawall.

DELAWARE COUNTY, IOWA

FLOOD PLAIN DEVELOPMENT APPLICATION/PERMIT

Application # ________________________________________                 Date _____________________

TO THE ADMINISTRATOR: The undersigned hereby makes application for a Permit to excavate in a flood plain. The work to be performed is as described below and in attachments hereto. The undersigned agrees that all such work shall be done in accordance with the requirements of the Delaware County Flood Plain Management Ordinance and with all other applicable county/city ordinances and the laws and regulations of the State of Iowa.

_______________________________________
__________



           (Owner or Agent)
                                     (Date)

______________________________________________________________




              (Address)





Telephone # ________________________________________

1.
Project Site Address:___________________________________________________________________________  
2.
Type of Work:

________  Dredging up to 25 cubic yards and hauled away from lake bed area   (See attached rules)

________  Dredging up to 10 cubic yards and deposited back in lake bed area  (See attached rules)
3.
Description of Work: _____________________________________________________________________


______________________________________________________________________________________________
4.
Other permits required?


Iowa Department of Natural Resources:
Yes___
No___
If yes, permit # _________________________ 







Date Received: __________________



Corps of Engineers: 
Yes___
No___
If yes, permit # _________________________ 








Date Received: __________________



Other: ________________________________________________________________________________

Plans and Specifications Approved this _________ Day of __________________________________, 20_____. 

________________________________________________
_____________________________________________


(Signature of Developer/Owner)
(Authorizing Official)  
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